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LOGLINE
When Tarik is coerced out of his success-oriented schedule to celebrate what seems to be
a lifetime achievement, he is confronted by one of life’s ironies.

DIRECTORS STATEMENT
We live in a world where your occupation is so intertwined with your identity that after you give
your name, the next question asked is, “What do you do?”. When asked what you’ve been up to,
most people instinctively talk about work. With social media shoving hustle culture and people’s
life highlights down our throats, It’s no wonder my generation has become obsessed with the
idea of early material success. “To live your life, you must first build it.”

Sadly, I’m also a victim of this mentality. I have this innate feeling that tells me we’re put on this
earth to experience connections, but I can’t seem to shake off my aspirations. I’m the type to
turn down a night out because I told myself I have to finish a project. I struggle with balancing
living my life and building a better one. I know I’m not the only one. I told myself that I’m working
hard now to rest later, but since when is your time on earth promised? How do I know today isn’t
my last? Isn’t life itself the whole point? Why am I sacrificing experiencing my life for the sake of
a future that isn’t guaranteed?

These are the questions that gave birth to this script.



IVAN  D. OSSA
Ivan D. Ossa is an award-winning director, writer and actor based in
Toronto, Ontario. Adapting his father's love for motion pictures, it wasn't
long before Ivan decided to learn about filmmaking. Post academics, Ivan
became the protégé of prolific music video director Julien Christian Lutz
PKA Director X. He most recently worked as a showrunner assistant on
Director X's new TV drama Robyn Hood. 

Ivan's written, directed, and executive-produced short films that have
received recognition from various domestic and international film
festivals; In Other News (Standout Producer In A Short Film Award at the
2021 Reelworld Film Festival, Best Student Director (Male) at the
Independent Shorts Silver Awards), It’s You (Award of Excellence at the
One-Reeler Short Film Competition, Best Romantic Short at the
Independent Shorts Bronze Awards)

Throughout his career, Ivan aims to continue writing and depicting
humanity. He wants to make thought-provoking films that encourage
empathy, brings about peace and instills hopefulness and love in viewers.
He is a storyteller who has been lucky enough to find film as a medium to
achieve these artistic, professional and personal goals.

MALACHI  ELLIS
Malachi Ellis is a Black Gay Producer based in Toronto. He is an alumnus of
TMU’s Media Production & OYA Media Group’s Emerging Filmmakers. Post
academics, Malachi has focused on telling diverse and authentic stories
that challenge the status quo and amplify BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ voices. 

His producing skills have led him to work at some of the largest Canadian
production companies, such as eOne and Bell Media. As an independent
producer, he has worked with some of Canada's most talented emerging
writers/directors. His most recent producing credits include I Live Here
(Aspen Shortsfest, CBC Gem), Diaspora (TIFF, Palm Springs International
ShortFest), and FISH BOY (BFI Flare, Frameline47).

Malachi is currently a participant in both the Reelworld Producers’
Program and the Canadian Film Centre’s Norman Jewison Film Program:
Producers’ Lab. In 2021, Malachi participated in Kidscreen’s The Next
Wave: Diverse Voices program and was named one of Playback Magazine’s
10 to Watch. 
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LAUREN SAARIMAKI 
Lauren Saarimaki (she/they) is a producer, actress and mental health
advocate. She is an alumna of TMU’s Creative Industries program. She has
contributed to film sets in roles such as production manager, location
manager and production coordinator. However, her focus is producing.
She co-produced Streams Flow From A River (dir. Christopher Yip). The
series had its international premiere at 2023 Cannesseries. She also co-
produced the feature film Queen Tut (dir. Reem Morsi). 
She held the role of Executive Director at the Future of Film Showcase in
2018. In 2023, she was the festival coordinator for the Get Reel Mental
Health Film Festival. She currently works at Fae Pictures as Director of
Operations. She hopes to continue to build a career in film and mental
health advocacy by focusing her work in the not- for-profit sector and
explore the relationship between art and healing.

Co-Producer

JOSHUA OBRA
Born and raised in Scarborough Joshua Obra is an aspiring actor with
a hunger for exploration and growth. With an insatiable passion for
storytelling and a fresh face in the industry, he embraces each
opportunity with enthusiasm, determined to leave a lasting
impression on both audiences and fellow artists. 

Beyond his artistic pursuits, Joshua is known for his humility and
down-to-earth nature, which endears him to colleagues and fans
alike. He thrives on collaboration and is constantly seeking new
challenges to push the boundaries of his craft. As he continues to
captivate audiences with his undeniable talent and dedication,
Joshua Obra remains an actor to watch, with a bright future ahead in
the entertainment industry.

Tarik



STARRING
Joshua obra as Tarik

Martin Marticorena as Jonathan

Isaiah Peck as Lex

Rebecca Ablack as Sasha

Reon Lucas as Ray

Tim Beresford as Henry

Idrissa Sanogo as James Kine

PRODUCTION CREDITS
cinematography
Brandon Kenney

PRoduction & costume design
Rebecca Fadoju

editor
Jadon J.B. Williams

1st Assistant Director
Abraham David

Location Manager
Don Digdoyo

Intimacy Coordinator
Mackenzie Lawrence

Producer's Assistant
Tofunmi Olowogorioye

casting
Millie Tom & Rachel Osbourne

2nd Assistant DIrector
Adamo Vitale

3rd Assistant Director
Ciaran Federico



Driver / Production Assistant
aaron williams

Sound Recordist
Johnny Chau

Boom Operator
Albert quan

1st Camera Assistant
Christopher Lawrence

2nd Assistant Camera / DMT
maria habib

Set Photographers
Patrick Brochu

HAIR / MAKEUP
Zo Keswani

GAFFER
Zeyad Saber

Continuity Supervisor
Alise Rosemin

SWING
Jane Lukashova

ART DIRECTION
Frances Santiago

wARDROBE SUPERVISOR
Alex Filatova

Assistant Costume Designer
Arianna Cancian

Assistant Location Manager
matt johnson

Art Department Assistants
Donna Bozorgebrahimi
Abasi Ekpenyona



"Gifted"
Written and Performed by Matthew Worku
Produced by MSRY - Matthew Cito
Courtesy of Matthew Worku

"Pop One Pop Two"
Written by Moses Edward

Produced & Performed by D1wav
Mixed & Mastered By Gmastered Audio

Courtesy of Moses Edward

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Alina Geana

COMPOSER
Sawan K.

Post production services
urban post

MUSIC

"Rescue U?
Written and Performed by Lauren Dart
Produced by Lauren Dart
Mixed by Lauren Dart & Dreah Bardine
Courtesy of remie

"Run The Money"
Written by Johanne Rudolph

Performed by Tia Bank$
Produced by Andrew Liburd

Mixed by Joseph Fo
Mastered by Farhan Aris

Courtesy of House of Neptune Inc.

"Tell Somebody"
Written and Performed by Sage Harris, Preme and Kap G
Produced by C-Gutta, Terrence Rowe, Mike Dupree & Sage Harris
Mixed by Dominic (Dot) Okune
Mastered by Mike Smith
Courtesy of Saturday Life Records

"Wednesday"
Written and Performed by Mighloe

Produced by Dean Visser & Aron Choonsingh
Mixed and Mastered by Aron Choonsingh

Courtesy of Mighloe
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CONTACT

Malachi Ellis 
malachi@malachiellis.com

Media Contact 
Cynthia Amsden
cynthia@roundstonepr.com

@expressshortfilm

Websites
www.malachiellis.com/productions/express
www.ivandossa.com/express

Crew IG Handles:
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 @loveobra
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 @reonlucas
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 @bk.visualz
 @r_jpg

@jadon_john
@sawankmusic

 


