A short film by Liz Cairns



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

In 2017, my family’s horses were euthanized by the SPCA. All but one. In the aftermath of this event, I went from neighbour to neighbour, asking to
borrow a horse to put with the sole remaining gelding who had just lost his herd. I was startled by how quickly news of the euthanization had spread.
Although the story is drawn from personal events, I wrote and directed this piece to contemplate how we project our moral selves onto animals, and
the imperfect frameworks that we have developed to ensure their care. With the camera on an elastic tether to the main character, we follow her on her
journey through the small equestrian community where I once lived. The film ends with the main character contemplating the ambiguity of her own
moral action. Shot on 16mm film in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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Liz Cairns is a writer and director from Vancouver, BC and a graduate

of the Director’s Lab at the Canadian Film Centre. Her short films have WITHENNG HEI.GHTS
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played at festivals internationally, including TIFF, Austin Film Festival, VIEE 2014

Interfilm Berlin, Female Eye Film Festival and VIFE. In 2017, she was
invited to the Berlinale Short Film Station at the Berlinale, one of ten
selected out of thousands of applicants. Liz is currently developing her
first feature film, INEDIA, with Experimental Forest Films.
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