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SYNOPSIS

In New France before the British Conquest, Marie, an indigenous slave, serves 
the local surgeon. Her daily life of household chores is bleak and alienating. 
The encounter with a young girl she presumes to be her child will give her 
motivation to undertake radical actions.
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DIRECTORS BIO

Julien G. Marcotte is a writer and director based in Montreal. After earning a 
bachelor’s degree in film studies, he directed his first short film, Louise de 9 à 5 
(2021), starring Fanny Mallette and Hubert Proulx. The film had its world premiere 
at the Off-courts Trouville festival and its Canadian premiere at the Festival du 
Nouveau Cinéma. His next film, Katshinau (2023), co-directed with Jani Bellefleur-
Kaltush, deals with slavery in 18th-century New France. It had its world premiere 
at the Vancouver International Film Festival, where it won Best Canadian Short 
Film.

Originally from the Innu community of Nutashkuan, Jani Bellefleur-Kaltush is 
a director, artist, and translator. She has directed several short films, one of 
which won an award at the imagiNATIVE Festival in Toronto. Nika tshika uiten 
mishkut was presented in official competition at the International Documentary 
Meetings of Montreal (RIDM), at the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois in Montreal 
and at the Festival Regard sur le court-film in Saguenay. Her latest film Tshima 
it (Amen) was selected at several festivals. In 2017, she participated in a collective 
exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts entitled Kushapetshekan / Kosapitcikan. 
In 2022, she made La Forge - Édition 2022 and is in the middle of writing several 
projects.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

 KATSHINAU is the story of the enslavement of Marie, an Innu 
woman, her revolt against authority in the name of love, and the 
place occupied by violence within the intersectional relationship of 
domination that unites her to her master, a settler from New France.

 Our film is set in September 1759 - shortly before New France became 
a British colony - as English ships bombard Quebec City and their 
soldiers march across the land, burning farms and terrorizing the 
inhabitants. By precisely situating our film within this brief time frame, 
we were able to bring together the three main ethnic groups of the 
time in a complex power struggle: the Indigenous people, the French 
settlers and the English soldiers. 

 In this sense, we wanted to address Canadian colonialism. Our 
story is therefore based on two historical facts little known to 
Quebecers: the presence of slaves in the territory of New France, the 
majority of whom were Natives forced into domestic service, and the 
high proportion of French-Canadian owners, even after the Conquest. 
In the words of historian Marcel Trudel, the leading authority on the 
subject: «We, who have taken ourselves for a people of missionaries and 
spiritualists, cannot admit that we have known a colonial past similar 
to that of the United States.» In what is now the territory of Quebec, 
4,200 slaves were officially recorded over a period of two centuries 
(1629-1820).

Through the eyes of its protagonist, KATSHINAU explores the daily 
life of an Innu woman in the tumult of a large-scale, mainly European 
conflict, the repercussions of which have shaped the country we live 
in today.
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